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chine the use of which has been duly authorized 
by the State law; and all votes received or re-
corded contrary to this section shall be of no ef-
fect. 

(R.S. § 27; Feb. 14, 1899, ch. 154, 30 Stat. 836.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 27 derived from acts Feb. 28, 1871, ch. 99, § 19, 16 
Stat. 440, and May 30, 1872, ch. 239, 17 Stat. 192. 

CHAPTER 2—ORGANIZATION OF CONGRESS 

Sec. 

21. Oath of Senators. 
22. Oath of President of Senate. 
23. Presiding officer of Senate may administer 

oaths. 
24. Secretary of Senate or assistant secretary 

may administer oaths. 
25. Oath of Speaker, Members, and Delegates. 
25a. Delegate to House of Representatives from 

District of Columbia. 
25b. Repealed. 
26. Roll of Representatives-elect. 
27. Change of place of meeting. 
28. Parliamentary precedents of House of Rep-

resentatives. 
(a) Periodic compilation; other useful 

materials; index digest; date of 
completion. 

(b) Form, number, and distribution of 
compilation. 

(c) Appointment and compensation of 
personnel; utilization of services of 
personnel of Federal agencies. 

28a. Compilation of the Precedents of House of 
Representatives; date of completion; bi-
ennial update; printing and availability of 
copies. 

28b. Printing and binding as public document of 
Precedents of House of Representatives; 
number of sets authorized. 

28c. Distribution of Precedents by Public Printer. 
(a) Delivery to Members of Ninety-fifth 

Congress; marking of volumes. 
(b) Members of Congress following Nine-

ty-fifth Congress not already having 
sets of Precedents; necessity of 
written request to Superintendent 
of Documents for set. 

(c) Additional distribution of sets. 
28d. Distribution of Precedents by Public Printer 

for official use; particular distribution; 
marking and ownership of sets. 

28e. Distribution of Precedents by Joint Commit-
tee on Printing of surplus sets; additional 
printing, etc., of sets under authority of 
Joint Committee. 

29. Condensed and simplified versions of House 
precedents; other useful materials in sum-
mary form; form and distribution to Mem-
bers of Congress, Resident Commissioner 
from Puerto Rico, and others; appointment 
and compensation of personnel; utilization 
of services of personnel of Federal agencies. 

29a. Early organization of House of Representa-
tives. 

(a) Caucus or conference for incumbent 
Members reelected to and Members- 
elect of ensuing Congress; time and 
procedure for calling. 

(b) Payment and reimbursement for trav-
el and per diem expenses for Mem-
bers attending caucus or con-
ference; exceptions; regulations 
governing payments and reimburse-
ments; reimbursement vouchers. 

(c) Availability of applicable accounts of 
House. 

Sec. 

29b, 29c. Omitted. 
29d. Committee on Standards of Official Conduct 

of House of Representatives. 
(a) Omitted. 
(b) Committee composition. 
(c) Investigative subcommittees. 
(d) Adjudicatory subcommittees. 
(e) to (h) Omitted. 
(i) Advice and education. 
(j) Effective date. 

30. Term of service of Members of Congress as 
trustees or directors of corporations or in-
stitutions appropriated for. 

30a. Jury duty exemption of elected officials of 
legislative branch. 

CHANGE OF NAME AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS OF 
COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS OF HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES 

Pub. L. 104–14, June 3, 1995, 109 Stat. 186, provided 
that: 

‘‘SECTION 1. REFERENCES IN LAW TO COMMIT-
TEES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

‘‘(a) REFERENCES TO COMMITTEES WITH NEW NAMES.— 
Except as provided in subsection (c), any reference in 
any provision of law enacted before January 4, 1995, 
to— 

‘‘(1) the Committee on Armed Services of the House 
of Representatives shall be treated as referring to the 
Committee on National Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives; 

‘‘(2) the Committee on Banking, Finance and Urban 
Affairs of the House of Representatives shall be treat-
ed as referring to the Committee on Banking and Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(3) the Committee on Education and Labor of the 
House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 
to the Committee on Economic and Educational Op-
portunities of the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(4) the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 
to the Committee on Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives; 

‘‘(5) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives shall be treated as referring to the 
Committee on International Relations of the House 
of Representatives; 

‘‘(6) the Committee on Government Operations of 
the House of Representatives shall be treated as re-
ferring to the Committee on Government Reform and 
Oversight of the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(7) the Committee on House Administration of the 
House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 
to the Committee on House Oversight of the House of 
Representatives; 

‘‘(8) the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 
to the Committee on Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives; 

‘‘(9) the Committee on Public Works and Transpor-
tation of the House of Representatives shall be treat-
ed as referring to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives; 
and 

‘‘(10) the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives shall be treat-
ed as referring to the Committee on Science of the 
House of Representatives. 
‘‘(b) REFERENCES TO ABOLISHED COMMITTEES.—Any 

reference in any provision of law enacted before Janu-
ary 4, 1995, to— 

‘‘(1) the Committee on District of Columbia of the 
House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 
to the Committee on Government Reform and Over-
sight of the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(2) the Committee on Post Office and Civil Service 
of the House of Representatives shall be treated as re-
ferring to the Committee on Government Reform and 
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Oversight of the House of Representatives, except 
that a reference with respect to the House Commis-
sion on Congressional Mailings [probably should be 
‘‘Mailing’’] Standards (the ‘Franking Commission’) 
shall be treated as referring to the Committee on 
House Oversight of the House of Representatives; and 

‘‘(3) the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fish-
eries of the House of Representatives shall be treated 
as referring to— 

‘‘(A) the Committee on Agriculture of the House 
of Representatives, in the case of a provision of law 
relating to inspection of seafood or seafood prod-
ucts; 

‘‘(B) the Committee on National Security of the 
House of Representatives, in the case of a provision 
of law relating to interoceanic canals, the Mer-
chant Marine Academy and State Maritime Acad-
emies, or national security aspects of merchant ma-
rine; 

‘‘(C) the Committee on Resources of the House of 
Representatives, in the case of a provision of law 
relating to fisheries, wildlife, international fishing 
agreements, marine affairs (including coastal zone 
management) except for measures relating to oil 
and other pollution of navigable waters, or ocean-
ography; 

‘‘(D) the Committee on Science of the House of 
Representatives, in the case of a provision of law 
relating to marine research; and 

‘‘(E) the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives, in the 
case of a provision of law relating to a matter other 
than a matter described in any of subparagraphs 
(A) through (D). 

‘‘(c) REFERENCES TO COMMITTEES WITH JURISDICTION 
CHANGES.—Any reference in any provision of law en-
acted before January 4, 1995, to— 

‘‘(1) the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 
to— 

‘‘(A) the Committee on Agriculture of the House 
of Representatives, in the case of a provision of law 
relating to inspection of seafood or seafood prod-
ucts; 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Banking and Financial 
Services of the House of Representatives, in the 
case of a provision of law relating to bank capital 
markets activities generally or to depository insti-
tution securities activities generally; and 

‘‘(C) the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives, in the 
case of a provision of law relating to railroads, rail-
way labor, or railroad retirement and unemploy-
ment (except revenue measures related thereto); 
and 
‘‘(2) the Committee on Government Operations of 

the House of Representatives shall be treated as re-
ferring to the Committee on the Budget of the House 
of Representatives in the case of a provision of law 
relating to the establishment, extension, and enforce-
ment of special controls over the Federal budget. 

‘‘SEC. 2. REFERENCES IN LAW TO OFFICERS OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

‘‘Any reference in any provision of law enacted before 
January 4, 1995, to a function, duty, or authority— 

‘‘(1) of the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
shall be treated as referring, with respect to that 
function, duty, or authority, to the officer of the 
House of Representatives exercising that function, 
duty, or authority, as determined by the Committee 
on House Oversight of the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(2) of the Doorkeeper of the House of Representa-
tives shall be treated as referring, with respect to 
that function, duty, or authority, to the officer of the 
House of Representatives exercising that function, 
duty, or authority, as determined by the Committee 
on House Oversight of the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(3) of the Postmaster of the House of Representa-
tives shall be treated as referring, with respect to 

that function, duty, or authority, to the officer of the 
House of Representatives exercising that function, 
duty, or authority, as determined by the Committee 
on House Oversight of the House of Representatives; 
and 

‘‘(4) of the Director of Non-legislative and Financial 
Services of the House of Representatives shall be 
treated as referring, with respect to that function, 
duty, or authority, to the officer of the House of Rep-
resentatives exercising that function, duty, or au-
thority, as determined by the Committee on House 
Oversight of the House of Representatives.’’ 

§ 21. Oath of Senators 

The oath of office shall be administered by the 
President of the Senate to each Senator who 
shall be elected, previous to his taking his seat. 

(R.S. § 28.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 28 derived from act June 1, 1789, ch. 1, § 2, 1 
Stat. 23. 

§ 22. Oath of President of Senate 

When a President of the Senate has not taken 
the oath of office, it shall be administered to 
him by any Member of the Senate. 

(R.S. § 29.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 29 derived from act June 1, 1789, ch. 1, § 2, 1 
Stat. 23. 

§ 23. Presiding officer of Senate may administer 
oaths 

The presiding officer, for the time being, of 
the Senate of the United States, shall have 
power to administer all oaths and affirmations 
that are or may be required by the Constitution, 
or by law, to be taken by any Senator, officer of 
the Senate, witness, or other person, in respect 
to any matter within the jurisdiction of the 
Senate. 

(Apr. 18, 1876, ch. 66, § 1, 19 Stat. 34.) 

§ 24. Secretary of Senate or assistant secretary 
may administer oaths 

The Secretary of the Senate, and the assistant 
secretary thereof, shall, respectively, have 
power to administer any oath or affirmation re-
quired by law, or by the rules or orders of the 
Senate, to be taken by any officer of the Senate, 
and to any witness produced before it. 

(Apr. 18, 1876, ch. 66, § 2, 19 Stat. 34; Pub. L. 92–51, 
July 9, 1971, 85 Stat. 125.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Assistant secretary of the Senate deemed successor 
in references to chief clerk of the Senate in all laws, 
rules, resolutions, and orders, effective July 1, 1971, 
under provisions of Pub. L. 92–51, July 9, 1971, 85 Stat. 
125. 

§ 25. Oath of Speaker, Members, and Delegates 

At the first session of Congress after every 
general election of Representatives, the oath of 
office shall be administered by any Member of 
the House of Representatives to the Speaker; 
and by the Speaker to all the Members and Dele-
gates present, and to the Clerk, previous to en-
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